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Dear AMET Friends & Family~
           On behalf of the Association for Migrant Educators of Texas, I extend a warm hello to each and
every one of you and welcome you to our virtual format for this year’s 2020 AMET Conference: Migrant
Education in Focus. 
           As you have heard time and again during the last several months, we are living in unprecedented
times. The COVID-19 Pandemic acutely affected our migratory families’ livelihoods forcing many of
them to return early from worksites or causing them to not migrate at all. In our various roles, we
suddenly scrambled to adjust our service delivery and to seek resources for our families in ways that
were very different from the past. From coordinating educational resources such as laptops and wi-fi
to helping locate food resources and free COVID testing sites, we faced the challenges presented to us
and found ways to help the children we serve. In the midst of our work of serving migratory students,
we dealt with our own fears, our own personal challenges, and even, in some cases, the sickness itself
as it affected us or family members. 
           I am so very proud of every single one of you! Despite the obstacles, we, as members of the Title
I, Part C Texas Migrant Education Program, pushed forward and found ways
• to engage parents through virtual PAC meetings,
• to share important resources via Facebook, What’s App, and text messaging,
• and to provide academic support using technology or old school paper packets. 
Despite the uncertainty, despite the confusion, you stayed dedicated to your service to our families.
           That being said, this conference is for each of you!! This conference offers you the opportunity
to receive premiere professional development, honor our award recipients, and be inspired by
motivational speakers who will help fuel the passion you have to serve in the Migrant Education
Program. Because of the virtual format, you are able to attend both live and recorded sessions which
means you can attend every single session offered at this year's conference. Since all sessions will be
recorded, you can review the session information at your leisure. 
            The conference planning committee did not forget our migratory parents whose participation
and input are so vital to the success of the migrant education program! All conference registrants will
receive access to two evening parent sessions. They can then invite parents to attend these sessions
live, or they can share the session recordings for later viewing. There is no additional fee for the parent
sessions and no parent registration.
            These have been and continue to be challenging times for all of us. We are, however, a resilient
group with positive spirits and the tenacity to face the most challenging of circumstances. Through
this year’s virtual 2020 AMET Conference: Migrant Education in Focus, we support one another while
persevering on the front lines of education as we continue to advocate for our students and their
families. 
           Please take time to connect with your peers, receive vital information, and have a little fun
through the Whova Virtual Platform. This is not only so that you can obtain the information you need
to make yourself successful in the important job that you do, but also to equip you with the tools and
information you need to assist our migratory students as you keep Migrant Education in Focus! 

Wendy Fort
AMET President



Dr. Anabel Rodriguez grew up part of an
immigrant, migrant family who traveled
from South Texas to the agricultural
valleys of Southern California every
summer. At a raw age of thirteen, she
started picking grapes, believing this
was normal and the way to the promised
American dream. She was partially
correct. Her parents always reminded
her and her siblings that there was one
way out — education. To this day her
father still reminds them, “El dia que me
muera, no te puedo dejar ni dinero, ni
nada de valor. Todo lo que te puedo
dejar es tu educacion. Nadien te la pude
quitar.” [“The day I die, I will not be able
to leave you money nor any other
valuable goods. The only thing I will
leave you is your education. No one can
take that away from you.”] As a Gates
Millennium and College Assistant
Migrant Program scholar, she was able
to graduate from St. Edward’s University
in Austin, Texas, with a Bachelor of
Science in Biology.  She later earned an
MPH and PhD in Epidemiology.  

Ernesto Mejia, the proud son of Mexican
immigrants, is a true example of the
American dream. Diagnosed with the
rare disease of Guillain-Barré Syndrome
at the age of 16 that left him temporarily
paralyzed, he was not supposed to be a
successful student, much less a College
Dean of Students. Through his
hardships, Ernesto learned to never give
up on life. He now speaks to students,
parents, and teachers about overcoming
obstacles and never giving up on the
American dream: education. Through his
humble, yet passionate words he has
been able to inspire thousands of
students to believe in themselves, dream
big, and appreciate their family. Going
from a college drop out to a college
Dean of Student Success was no small
task, but one that he is very proud of. He
received his Bachelors degree from
Eastern Michigan University in Spanish
Literature with a minor in Social
Sciences. His Masters degree from Lewis
University in Organizational Leadership
with a focus on Higher Education.

Wednesday, November 18th
5:00 pm

Thursday, November 19th
5:00 pm

Keynote
Speakers



2020 AMET High School Scholarship Recipients ($1,000)
Jose Arenas
Region 20

Patricia Cantu
Region 1

Areli Hernandez
Region 1

Christian Hernandez
Region 20

Deisy Herrera
Region 1

Ivett Lopez
Region 12

Yaire Martinez
Region 20

Ashly Silva-Cortez
Region 1

2020 AMET College Scholarship Recipients ($1,000)
Maria Escobar

UTRGV (Edinburg)

2020 AMET Art Contest Scholarship Recipient ($500) 
Ilse Maria Paredes Mares

Region 16



Jennifer Capra, Pasadena ISD, Administrator
 As a previous assistant principal and MEP campus case manager and
now as the Community School Principal, Ms. Capra has demonstrated
that she shares AMET’s belief that migrant children are like seedlings
that have been sown in our schools, and it is our responsibility to help
them grow. Because of her leadership and advocacy, countless
migrant program students have remained in school and earned their
high school diploma ensuring that none of our students become out of
school youth. Ms. Capra is an integral member of our district’s
Migrant Education Program and has helped us achieve a 100%
graduation rate for the past several consecutive years.

Hiram Martinez, La Joya ISD, Educator
Mr. Martinez holds the position of Migrant Lab Teacher at Ann Richards
Middle School and has been with the MEP for eight years.  Mr. Martinez is a
strong advocate for all migrant students and has a great working
relationship with students and staff alike.  He demonstrates deep concern
and genuine empathy for the wellbeing of the student’s educational and
individual success. Mr. Martinez stresses research on scholarships and
encourages tutoring for successful outcomes in benchmark-exams that are
a crucial objective at his campus.  He states that he would like for the
migrant students that come to his lab to start preparing for the future. 

Alma Villarreal, La Joya ISD, NGS Specialist,
Ms. Villarreal is the Migrant Data Entry Clerk at Palmview High School. Some
of her many duties include orientating migrant families with expectations and
benefits available to their children if they qualify for the program. She is
constantly working with the staff to ensure that all documentation is accurate
and up to date and advocating for migratory students. Ms. Villarreal is also in
charge of dispensing school supplies and taking down information that can be
beneficial for recruiting. She further assists with planning migrant club
meetings, coordinating events, and exhibitions. Ms. Villarreal has a strong
understanding of the impact we make on our migrant students and is always
ready to participate in migrant student events.



Gina Morua, Eagle Pass ISD, Recruiter
Ms. Morua has been Rosita Valley Elementary's Service Advocate
Recruiter for over six years during which time she has proven to be a
diligent, effective, and successful recruiter. Because of her involvement
with migratory students and families, she is a true advocate for the
migratory student population. She always has their best interests in
mind. Through her active participation in providing them with all the
resources needed to be successful, she embodies the true meaning of
service. Our migratory families enjoy working with her because they
trust that she has their best interests at heart. Ms. Morua treats our
families with love, respect, and compassion. She truly enjoys working
with migratory families, and her level of professionalism and dedication
are clearly evident.

Larry Stone, ESC-2, Support Staff
Mr. Stone is the proverbial "man behind the curtain" as he has served in
multiple roles during his 35 year tenure at ESC-2. To most of us across
the state, he was the friendly voice and helpful contact for the Online
ID&R Course when it was facilitated through ESC-2. Not only did he help
develop the moodle course for the statewide TEA Online ID&R course,
but also Mr. Stone helped establish accounts for every recruiter and
reviewer within the state. Then he provided troubleshooting for the
course and continued to activate and deactivate accounts to keep the
course users current. No matter the issue, ESC contacts across Texas
came to rely heavily upon Larry, and his friendly demeanor and quick
responses.  He is always willing to go above and beyond to help anyone
and is a true example of professionalism and teamwork.

Mrs. Maria Del Rosario González, La Joya ISD, Parent
Mrs. González and her family have been traveling to Minto, North Dakota, to
harvest sugar beets for the last 24 years. Her son, Nathan, attends UTRGV,
while her daughter, Bianca is a student at La Joya ISD. Mrs. González has
been part of the PAC for many years and serves as the current Vice
President. She has proven to be a consistent and dependable individual,
setting an example of leadership and commitment. In addition, she is a part-
time substitute teacher for the district. Her commitment to the Migrant
Education Program, the La Joya Independent School District, and, of course,
her family is the reason it is easy for her to be the leading contender in this
commendation.



It was once said by Conan O’ Brien to “Work hard, be kind, and amazing things will happen.”
This quote defines Melba D. Garza’s exemplary work in the Migrant Education Program.  
  
Growing up in La Joya, Ms. Garza was one of six siblings who would work after school in field
work and grading vegetables. She would also migrate with her family to West Texas to clip
onions during the summers. In San Juan, at the age of 17, she began working as an
administrative assistant for a migrant grant which was then followed by an opportunity to
work at the Head Start Program for migratory children. While life as a migratory child was
difficult for Ms. Garza, the experience afforded her a direct perspective of the challenges that
migratory families face today. This was the beginning of an amazing journey filled with many
stories and memorable moments in the Migrant Education Program.   
 
Since then, Ms. Garza has worked as a Home liaison, Recruiter, Reviewer, NGS Data Specialist,
NGS Help Desk, State Trainer, and MSIX Data Administrator. She has been a member of the
CNA, NGS Advisory Council Committee, MSIX Testing Committee, and more. Throughout her
career, Ms. Garza has presented and shared her expertise at numerous district, regional, state,
and national training sessions. She has worn many “hats” and continues to provide exceptional
support and services. 
  
Three decades of dedication to a program is difficult to summarize, but what has remained
constant, is Ms. Garza's passion to help migratory families and educators. Her hard work,
enthusiasm, and dedication have led her to become a strong and credible field expert and asset
to the Migrant Education Program. 

For these reasons, Ms. Melba D. Garza is the recipient of the 2020 Association for Migrant
Educators of Texas' Distinguished Lifetime Service Award.

Melba D. Garza
Texas NGS/MSIX State Trainer
NGS Lead Help Desk Manager

MSIX Data Administrator







Welcome to the Opening General Session of AMET 2020: Migrant Education in Focus! Join us for a
conference greeting from the Office of Migrant Education, welcomes from both the Texas
Education Agency and the Association for Migrant Educators in Texas, and conference
announcements.

SESSION 2: Flexible Credit Accrual using PASS: Portable Assisted Study Sequence
Presenter: Janet Reynolds, Natinal PASS

One of the educational challenges for secondary migrant students is credit accrual.  National PASS
will present a successful option to migrant programs seeking flexibility for their students.  PASS
provides student choice, is flexible to meet differentiated student needs, and is portable. 
 Participants will be guided through an exploration of PASS program features, benefits for students,
alternative access and scholarship opportunities.  Testimony by PASS Students will be shared as
well.  Courses are developed to help students earn credits and graduate with academic diplomas
from their high schools.  Many schools use PASS because courses many not be offered when a
student needs them. Courses may be used to make up failed credits, remediate in basic subjects,
assist with dropout recovery or to offer elective credit.  Students are not required to use the
Internet to complete a course, but there are options for students who choose to do so.  Courses,
aligned with state and Common Core standards,  can be completed during the school year and/or
summer.  Best of all- PASS is FREE to all migrant students in Texas through a sub-grant
administered through Region 20.

SESSION 3: National Agricultural Trends that Impact Migration of Migrant Families
Presenter: Jessica Castaneda, IDRC

Agriculture seems to constantly change. This year the change has been extreme in some parts.
During this session we will break down US current trends impacting various agriculture sectors
and what can be expected in the future. We will take a look at labor shortages, imports and tariffs,
COVID-19 impacts, where growth and decline in various crop and agribusiness sectors is happening
and more. All of these issues impact how many migrant students come to your area. Learn how it is
all connected together.

Wednesday, November 18thWednesday, November 18thWednesday, November 18th   
8:00 am - 8:30 am / Opening General Session
Presenter(s): Didi Garcia, TEA Assistant Division Director, Ellie Ross, AMET Conference Chair,
Wendy Fort, AMET President, Lisa Gillete, Director of Migrant Education, USDE

8:45 am - 10:00 am / Concurrent Sessions



SESSION 4: An ESCORT road trip: Lessons learned in Texas
Presenter: Matt Flaherty and Jose Sanchez, ESCORT

ESCORT conducted ID&R efforts in 8 ESC regions during Summer 2019, and we provided remote
ID&R support to 8 ESCs during Summer 2020. Please join us as we review the stories and lessons
learned during our time working with Texas MEP staff across the state.

SESSION 5: Training Resources for Education Service Center (ESC) Migrant Education
Program (MEP) Staff
Presenter: Rachel Morales, ESC-20

This session will introduce ESC MEP staff to the new password-protected section of the Texas
Migrant Education Program (TMEP) Portal, available to ESC MEP staff only. This section of the
portal gives ESC MEP staff immediate access to the most recent training resources developed by
the Texas Education Agency (TEA) as well as a trainingtimeline.

SESSION 6: TMIP - 40 Years of Continued Service to Texas Migrant Students and
MEP Staff
Presenter(s): Elda I. Valdez and Maria Garcia, TMIP

The Texas Migrant Interstate Program (TMIP), a Special Project of the Texas Education Agency,
celebrates its 40th year of dedicated service to Texas migrant students and migrant education
program educators.  Many students and educators have relied on the assistance of TMIP to help
connect with others throughout the nation.  The TMIP has actively coordinated countless state
mandated exams, recognized thousands of Exemplary Migrant Students and assisted many to
complete their graduation requirements.  Join us to learn about the many services available to
enrich the education of our migrant students.

10:15 am - 12:00 pm / Administrator Academy
Presenter(s): Didi Garcia, TEA; Lisa Gillette, OME; Nez Paniagua, TEA; Idalia Ibanez, TEA; Patricia
Meyertholen, OME; Roger Rosenthal, MLAP

National and/or state and/or local presenters will speak on current issues and policies as they
affect the education of our migratory students. The participants will be brought up to date on issues
and initiatives affecting coordination and continuity of services for migratory students, program
regulations, and compliance. They will be provided with data reflecting trends and patterns in the
migrant program.

Improving G/T Services for Migratory Students
Presenter: Monica Brewer, TEA

Participants will learn about the various service options within the state; discuss identification
practices; and how to be innovative in programming for G/T students.



1:00 pm - 2:45 pm / MSIX/NGS Academy
Presenter(s): Patricia Meyertholen, OME; Melba Garza, NGS; Raul Cantu, NGS; Deloitte Group

NGS Academy will present on the Online and Offline NGS ECOE.  Our audience will learn how it
functions and share feedback on the use of both applications.  
MSIX Academy: Sending, receiving, and promising practices for Move Notifications and Data
Requests. Uses and functionality of user-customized lists of students. Self-Managed password
process.

3:00 pm - 4:15 pm / Concurrent Sessions

SESSION 9: Myth-Busting for Newcomer Success
Presenter: Carlene Thomas, TEA

Interested in advocating for the needs of newcomer English learners? Join this discussion on how to
break misconceptions over newcomer services. Arm yourself with the research that supports
appropriate educational practices for serving newcomer English learners and highlights the benefits
that newcomers bring to the classroom.

SESSION 10: College Assistance Migrant Program
Presenter: Jaime Miranda, UTRGV; Frank Navarrete, WTAMU; Mart Trevino, TAMIU

The College Assistance Migrant Program (CAMP), is a federally funded program by the Office of
Migrant Education - Department of Education, which offers services to migrant farm worker
students throughout the nation. There are eight CAMP’s in Texas. CAMP offers monetary stipends,
and support services to first year migrant or seasonal farm worker students enrolling in college. It is
through the intensive services such as individual career advisement, student monetary stipends,
tutoring, mentoring and internships that CAMP students complete their first year with higher
college credits and higher GPA’s. Come meet personnel from some of the Texas CAMP’s.

SESSION 11: The "What, Why, Where, and How" of the Fidelity of Strategy
Implementation (FSI)
Presenter: Andrea Vasquez, META Associates

Participants will receive an overview of the Texas MEP Fidelity of Strategy Implementation (FSI),
specifically, how to collect data throughout the year to be able to complete the tool at the end of
the year. Additionally, participants will work with others to identify and discuss various ways the
Texas MEP Strategies can be implemented at the local level.



SESSION 12: Assisting Intrastate/Interstate Mobile Students (AIIMS) Portal -
Stakeholder Feedback
Presenter: Rachel Morales, ESC-20

The new AIIMS portal is in the development stage this year. Throughout the school year, the seven
pilot Local Education Agencies (LEAs) involved in this project will be reviewing content as it is
created on the web portal and providing feedback to the content developers. During this session,
the presenter will preview the new site for all interested Education Service Center (ESC) and LEA
Migrant Education Program (MEP) staff, soliciting feedback on the navigation and functionality of
the site content. Participant feedback will also be solicited on the most recent content that is
currently under development.

SESSION 13: The Rights of Immigrant Children and English Learners in the Texas
Public Schools 
Presenter: Roger Rosenthal. MLAP

Immigrant students and English Learners (ELs often face barriers in gaining entry to public schools
and participating in school activities. This session will discuss what Texas public schools can and
cannot require of immigrant children and ELs. Topics to be discussed include Social Security
numbers, immigration documents, birth certificates, and immunization records; and access to
school lunch and breakfast programs. The session will also cover the rights of English Learners and
their parents in the public schools. Practical examples will be provided. Additional topics to be
covered briefly include,  Special Education and English Learners, and Access to Post-Secondary
Education for immigrant students as well as the impact of COVID 19 on students.

On Demand: Keynote Speaker - Dr. Anabel Rodriguez

Listen to the talented students of Hays CISD campuses (Veteran's Hill Elementary, Mariachi Los
Camperos de Simon, Mariachi del Campo de Wallace, and Mariachi Juvenil de Armando Chapa) as
they lead up to an inspiring message from a former migratory student. Dr. Anabel Rodriguez shares
her motivational story with us. The session concludes with a slide presentation of the 2020 AMET
scholarship and art contest winners.

SESSION 14: We CAN Work Together for Migratory Student Success!
Presenter(s): Anita Villarreal, TEA; Didi Garcia, TEA

Due to the decrease in the MEP funding and with the pandemic, this session will review how other
federal programs such as Title I, Part A, Title II, Part A, Title IV, Part A and PNP can supplement the
MEP programs ensure the success of our migratory students.



Thursday, November 19thThursday, November 19thThursday, November 19th   

8:45 am - 10 am / Concurrent Sessions

8:00 am - 8:30 am ESC Regional Meetings
Presenter: Regional Directors

Regional meeting for all conference participants. Please see the online agenda for regional meeting
information. 

SESSION 16: Exploring the MEP Continuous Improvement Cycle - Emphasizing 2020-
2021 Evaluation Requirements
Presenter(s): Andrea Vazquez, Cari Semivan, META Associates

Participants will walk through the three phases of the Office of Migrant Education’s (OME)
Continuous Improvement Cycle. Information about the Texas Migrant Education Program’s (MEP)
Comprehensive Needs Assessment, Service Delivery Plan, and Evaluation will be shared. 
 Participants will also receive detailed information about the 2020-21 MEP Evaluation Requirements.

SESSION 17: Managing Your Federal Grants Effectively
Presenter: Christina Villarreal, TEA

The session will provide key information on how to administer your federal grants and stay in
compliance with federal requirements and regulations.

SESSION 18: Education Resources to Support Migratory Students
Presenter: Sherri Nunneley, ESC-20

This session will provide an overview of the following resources available to support migratory
students: A Bright Beginning - early literacy program, Project SMART - summer math program for
students in K-8, National Portable Assisted Summer Sequence (PASS) Interstate Course - credit
accrual courses for secondary students, Education Resources for Parents of K-12 Migratory
Children - literacy resources for home use. Participants will receive a brief overview of each
resource or program and information related to access, implementation, and how to get started.
Participants will also view resources available to help market the programs and resources to the
parents of migratory children.



SESSION 19: Immigration Policy 101 - What Migrant Educators Need to Know
Presenter: Roger Rosenthal, MLAP

Since migrant farmworker students often have immigrant family members, are immigrants
themselves, or live in communities with a substantial immigrant population, it is important for
migrant educators to understand the basics regarding current immigration policy. This session will
focus on a brief overview of the complex world of U.S. immigration policy. It will review government
agencies responsible for immigration issues and explain basic terms and concepts used in the field.
This workshop will also review current immigration policy regarding legalization, immigration
enforcement, the H-2A program, DACA, and public charge as well as COVID 19 implications.

SESSION 20: Making the Most of the MEP Funding - A Collaborative Effort
Presenter(s): Idalia Ibanez, TEA; Didi Garcia; TEA

Project Directors will get some best practices on how to make the most of the Title I, Part C funding
through well-planned collaboration efforts.  They will get an opportunity to share ideas and obtain
ideas from other MEP Directors from across the state. The goal of this session is to leave with a
well-thought out plan.

SESSION 21: The Impact of COVID on Agricultural Workers and Outreach Efforts to
this Vulnerable Population
Presenter: Gladys Carrillo, NCFH

According to a 2015 report of the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor,
agriculture remains one of the most dangerous industries in the United States with the highest
incidence of fatal workplace injuries.[1] Agricultural (Ag) Workers face workplace hazards similar to
those found in other industrial settings, such as working with heavy machinery and hard physical
labor. They also face unique occupational hazards specific to farm work, including pesticide
exposure, skin disorders, infectious diseases, etc. COVID-19 is a new risk to Ag workers who are
now considered “essential” and continue to do farm work. This interactive presentation by the
National Center for Farmworker Health (NCFH) will focus on the impact COVID-19 has had on the
Agricultural (Ag) industry and Ag workers and their families. NCFH will further describe challenges
and barriers faced by this vulnerable population and share outreach strategies to continue
communicating with and engaging Ag workers and their families. Participants will participate in a
peer-to-peer exchange and be encouraged to share their experiences and strategies with
educational outreach efforts with this population. Resources specific to Ag workers and COVID-19
will also be provided.
[1.] U.S. Department of Labor & Bureau of Labor Statistics. Fatal occupational injuries in 2015.



10:15 am - 12:00 pm / ID&R Academy
Presenter(s): Nez Paniagua, TEA; Maria Elena Cortez, ESC-1

This session will share the resources and strategies necessary to ensure successful Identification
and Recruitment. It will provide participants the opportunity to review, discuss, and share
strategies related to ID&R scenarios presented. This session will also focus on how to properly
complete the COE and COE Supplemental Documentation Form including the ECOE.

1:00 pm - 2:45 pm / Counselor Academy
Presenter(s): Kelly Kravitz, TEA; Cal Lopez, TEA; Natalie Fikac, TEA; Jordan Brown, TEA; Ernesto
Mejia, CoolSpeak

TEA’s Highly Mobile and At-Risk Student Program’s Division will provide information on McKinney-
Vento, Human Trafficking and Child Abuse Prevention, and Mental and Behavioral Health. Key
reminders, resources, and mandates will be discussed. Participants will gain knowledge to assist in
serving migrant students concerning these important topics.

3:00 pm - 4:15 pm / Concurrent Sessions
SESSION 24: Recruiters' Challenge: Making MEP Eligibility Determinations
Presenter: Patricia Mayertholen, OME

In this session participants will develop a better understanding of the requirements for determining
and documenting Migrant Education Program (MEP) eligibility by working virtually with colleagues
on increasingly more difficult scenarios applying eligibility requirements, with consideration of the
Department's Non-Regulatory Guidance.

SESSION 25: Supplement, Not Supplant
Presenter: Vivian Smyrl, TEA

This session will discuss the Supplement, Not Supplant requirement for Title I, Part C.  Participants
will have the opportunity to discuss several scenarios that frequently occur.

SESSION 26: Keeping Families Connected Through Web-bases Resources
Presenter: Rickey Santellana, TEA

As families move in and out or throughout Texas for migratory work, it becomes challenging to stay
connected t web-based resources. Through our TXEL.org website, families and students can access
educational websites via multiple devices (smart phone, tablet or other device) to continue building
the academic needs of the student. Our website also supports family members by providing
connections to community-based resources which offer continuous adult education classes across
Texas.  This session will also benefit educators as they can stay abreast of the available resources.



SESSION 27: Supporting Migratory OSY and Secondary Students on Their Path to
Academic Success
Presenter: Tracie Kalic, GOSOSY

Participants will learn how the OSY Consortium has developed dozens of free resources and
materials over the years to meet the unique needs of migratory students who are out-of-school or
at risk of dropping out. They will be introduced to the OSY Consortium website and discuss best
practices when using the wide variety of tools and curriculum. The session will end with a brief
overview of the importance of self-care for those staff who work in the migratory education
community.

SESSION 28: Agricultural Trends that Impact Texas Migrant Families
Presenter: Jessica Castaneda, IDRC

In Texas agriculture has been an important sector for years. Each year brings new change. For
example, Hemp is a new crop and it is bringing new workers and new farms on board. Learn about
Texas rules for growing Hemp and how you can find workers. We will also explore H2a growth, look
at how water rights are currently impacting agriculture and take a look at some of the top crops of
Texas and look at where agriculture is growing or declining. The trends we will discuss in this
presentation directly impact the number of migrant students in your area. Learn how to can keep
up with agriculture data for your counties and regions. Join us!

SESSION 29: 2020 Vision: Looking Ahead in Hindsight
Presenter: Matthew Chavez, ESC-16, Katie Chavez, ESC-16

How can educators look back on our successes and failures in 2020 to help Migrant families going
forward? For educators, it’s important that we plan ahead to prepare for challenges before they
present themselves. Although we have all faced stresses during 2020, Migrant families experienced
added uncertainty about their jobs, food, shelter, bills, health concerns due to COVID, and other
basic needs.  This session will share strategies to better understand the needs of families and ways
to provide meaningful two-way communication, genuine encouragement, and a clearer pathway for
student success. Participants will learn the 5 C’s to success: Commitment, Communication, Culture,
Change and Compassionate Leadership.



4:30 pm - 5:00 pm / AMET General/Business Session
Presenter(s): Wendy Fort, AMET President; Ellie Ross, AMET President-elect; Lisa Hernandez, AMET
Vice President; Jo Ann Gonzales, AMET Secretary; Angie Balderrama, AMET Treasurer

The closing session will feature the treasurer's report, election of the secretary and president-elect,
and updates on regional directors. The outgoing president will share a brief retiring address, and
the incoming president will share a brief statement also.

5:00 pm - 5:30 pm: Keynote Speaker - Ernesto Mejia

Please join Ernesto Mejia as he shares his journey towards the ever-elusive American Dream in the
USA. Ernesto is the proud product of Mexican immigrant parents and he takes great pride in his
heritage, his upbringing, and the values instilled in him by parents. Even though his parents had
very little formal education they did a phenomenal job educating him to be a respectful servant
leader or as he says "su humilde servidor." His keynote will showcase the importance our parents,
educators, and friends have in helping our students excel in life and in the classroom.
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